




 June|July 2008  Hardwood Floors 59

On the Job | Step by Step

 Circle 32

Step 10
The floor is ready for traffic in six to 

seven hours. ■

 Shawn Gorman and David Gribben 

of Washington, D.C.-based Universal 

Floors demonstrated the steps in this 

article. John Thafvelin of Atlanta-

based Woodcare USA contributed to 

this article.

Step 9
For a slightly lower sheen, the floor 

may be buffed once more using a 

white pad with a polishing cloth 

underneath.

Oil Basics

 The many types of oil finishes on
today’s market can cause confu-

sion, especially as they become more
popular. Here are a few facts:

• The “oil” used as a base varies
greatly. Some manufacturers use
petroleum-based oil, while others use
tung oil, linseed oil or vegetable-based
oils. In Europe, petroleum-based prod-
ucts are referred to as “synthetic.”

• Oils penetrate down into the wood
instead of creating a film over the top
like a polyurethane or waterborne
finish does.

• Some oil finishes, in addition to
penetrating into the wood, also have
ingredients such as waxes or certain
oils that harden as they dry.

• Oil finishes tend to bring out the
grain of the wood and give it depth.

Ancestral Floors 
875 98 St., Saint-Georges (Québec)  G5Y 8G2 CANADA

www.ancestralfloors.com

EkoShield is the patented process and technology for pre-oiled wood using all natural organic oils 
to create easy to maintain, highly resistant wood floors. Ancestral has developed and patented a 

unique new technology to pre-oil wood that is environmentally friendly, enhances the appearance and 
character of the wood, increases stability and reduces maintenance and renovation costs.

The EkoShield process naturally crystallizes (cures) the oils without the influence of harsh chemicals 
or artificial methods. EkoShield enables Ancestral to produce a floor that will not affect indoor air 

quality. Ancestral pre-oiled floors contributes no harmful VOCs.

As the leading manufacturer of pre-oiled wood flooring, Ancestral Floors is dedicated to maintaining 

Patented Innovation From:

the highest environmental standards while  encouraging others in the industry to do the same.




