
create your own path

Learns to use 
powertools while 

helping dad

Attends NWFA  
Manufacturing 
Day event on a 
school field trip

Graduates from a 
Vocational Tech 

School

Becomes a CNC 
Programmer

Attends a career 
fair at a Tech 
School

Job shadows a 
machine operator

Gets an internship 
at a local mill

Dad owns a  
contracting business 
and has an in-home 
woodshop

Gets hired as a 
machine operator

Earns an NWFA 
wood working 

merit badge

Gets a job at a 
local flooring 
company

Starts a wood 
flooring business

Attends NWFA 
classes

Graduates from 
High School

Attends night 
classes to get a 
business license

Gets a job with 
a distributor 
working in the 
warehouse

Becomes an Eagle 
Scout

Attends Boy Scout 
summer camp 
and learns about 
NWFA

Becomes an NWFA 
Certified Installer  

and Sand & Finisher

Takes an aptitude 
test and gets results 
pointing to a career 
in Construction and 
Extraction 

Starts a  
Carpenter’s Club 

in High School

Attends hands-on 
training at NWFA 

Gets selected by a 
local contracting 

company to be an 
apprentice

Places in the top 3 
in a wood working 
competition with 
Skills USA

Chosen to lead 
jobsite training with 
other employees

Takes classes 
online through 
NWFA University 
as part of  
apprenticeship

Visit www.nwfa.org or call nwfa at 800.422.4556 for more information.

There are many career options within the wood flooring industry that offer the opportunity to grow financially and professionally. 
Wood flooring professionals worldwide turn to the National Wood Flooring Association (NWFA) for career guidance and education. 
You too can rely on the NWFA as your source for career advancement. Explore the possibilities below.

Business  
Owner

CNC  
Machinist

Wood Flooring 
Installer and 
Sand & Finisher

Up to 75K, 35%

75K-100K, 32%

100K-125K, 9%

200K+, 12%

175K-200K, 3%

150K-175K, 3%

125K-150K, 6%

AVERAGE BUSINESS OWNER’S SALARY

$10.01-$13, 33%

$13.01-$15, 20%

$15.01-$20, 37%

$20.01+, 7% Up to $10, 3%

AVERAGE ENTRY-LEVEL HOURLY WAGE FOR CONTRACTORS

SALARY RANGE FOR CNC PROGRAMMER MACHINIST

10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

$30K $38K $46K $53K $67K

MEDIAN: $46,095

payscale.com



Attends Truth About 
Trees event at 
Elementary School

Gets involved with 
FFA and Agricultural 
Group and Science 
Club in Middle School

Hears a Junior 
Achievement 

Speaker present at 
an event

Gets a job as a 
lobbyist for the 
American Forest 
Foundation

Graduates college 
as a Forestry 

major with an 
emphasis in Land 

Management

Applies for and 
receives the NWFA 
Wood Studies 
Scholarship

$

Seeks career 
counseling in High 

School and finds  
Forestry to be a 

good fit 

Lands job at   
advertising agency 

as a copy writer

Gets a job with a 
distributor as a 

Marketing Manager

Receives grant 
money to attend 
4-year college 
for Journalism

Gets marketing 
job at a local 
wood flooring 
retailer

Joins the Emerging 
Leaders Network 
through NWFA

Enlists in the 
Military after  
High School

Joins yearbook and 
broadcasting staff 
in High School

Attends the  
NWFA ExpoAttends hands-on 

training through  
NWFA and meets  

other sales  
representatives

Takes NWFA University 
Certified Sales  
courses online

Gets a job as a 
customer service 
representative after 
High School

Gets a job working 
retail through  

High School

Participates in school 
play and develops an  
outgoing personality

Becomes an office 
manager at a local 

flooring retailer

Promoted to inside 
sales manager

Promoted to  
distributor sales 

manager

Lobbyist Operations 
and Sales 
Manager

Marketing 
Manager

75K-100K, 50%

50K-75K, 25%

100K+, 25%

AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARY: OPERATIONS + SALES MANAGER

Connect with us.

create your own path
There are many career options within the wood flooring industry that offer the opportunity to grow financially and professionally. 
Wood flooring professionals worldwide turn to the National Wood Flooring Association (NWFA) for career guidance and education. 
You too can rely on the NWFA as your source for career advancement. Explore the possibilities below.

SALARY RANGE FOR LOBBYIST: FORESTRY INDUSTRY

10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

$46K $56K $72K $93K $130K

MEDIAN: $71,636

SALARY RANGE FOR MARKETING MANAGER

10% 25% 50% 75% 90%

$41K $50K $63K $79K $98K

MEDIAN: $62,945

payscale.com

payscale.com


